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Terasen Gas Inc. – a subsidiary of Terasen Inc. – delivers natural gas to homes and businesses.
Terasen Inc. shares are traded on the Toronto Stock Exchange under the symbol TER. 
For information to help you use gas safely and efficiently visit www.terasengas.com or 
call 1-888-224-2710.

The Terasen Gas name and logo are trademarks of Terasen Inc.
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Energy profile
Strata gets fired up
about gas savings

Learn how a Vancouver
strata block saved 22% of
their total gas usage with a
gas fireplace program.

everything was in place. The gas supply was turned back on
— and results were eagerly awaited. 

Results
Out of 184 owners, only two briefly experienced difficulty
re-lighting the pilot lights. The timers were fully accepted by
the condominium owners. So too were the substantial
energy savings! 

The diagram below compares gas usage over 12 months
before and after the installation of the timers. The annual
energy savings amount to 22.4%, equivalent to $14,000 at
2002 rates. The strata got a payback on its $4,500 investment
in just four months!

Conclusion
Simple, affordable ideas to control gas fireplace usage
worked wonders for the management and owners of the
Boardwalk. Maybe their approach could work for you, too!

The “Boardwalk” is a 184-apartment strata-titled building in
South Vancouver. Careful to save money, the building
management always ensured gas was being used efficiently
— boilers regularly serviced, controls correctly set up, make-
up air temperatures set at minimum level, and make-up air
heating turned off between April and October each year.

But there was still one big problem – the gas fireplaces.
Each suite is heated by a combination of electric baseboard
and gas fireplace. Collectively, the 184 fireplaces burned up
as much as 50% of the annual gas consumption!

Aside from these fireplaces being relatively inefficient
compared to other gas appliances, there were two other
issues of concern. The first was summer usage when people
don’t use their fireplaces but the pilot light still runs. The
second was fireplaces which were inadvertently left on
when the suite was not occupied.

Actions
The Boardwalk management decided to present special
resolutions for the owners to approve at the next annual
general meeting. The main proposals were:

• switch off fireplace pilot lights during the summer
months

• fit an automatic shut-off timer to the main burner on
each fireplace (the pilot flame is not time-controlled).
These timers allow one hour of operation, then shut
off until they are reset 

Seeing the savings potential of these two simple initiatives,
the owners approved the proposal.

After some basic training for all the owners on operating
timers and turning off and relighting pilot flames, the gas
supply to the fireplaces was turned off in May 2001. During
that summer, fireplace timers were installed in each of the
184 apartments at a total cost of $4,500. By September,
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Looking for ways to save energy? Let us help you. Call Pat Olsen at 604-576-7135, or email commercial.energy@terasengas.com


